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Developers planning two hotels for LIC

BY HATHAN DUKE

The rapidly developing Long Island City meay
soon be o het spot for busingss travelers now  that two
city developers plan w0 open hotels i the neighbarhood
during the next few yvears.

In 2005, Manhatan developer Bavi Patel purchased
i buildmg for 4 million o 42-11 Vernen Blvd. in Long
Ishand City. It formerly housed the § Howel and Patel said
he planmed to0 converd the former 23-room property into
i THeroom boutique hotel.  The fivesstory building will
reopen by the end of the summer with rooms starting at
S per night, Parel said.

A few blocks away on 43rd Avenue, o second boutique
hotel known as thwe & Howel, is being developed with plans
to open within two years.  The [0-story builidng, the first
hotel 1o be created by Long Island City limousing service
owner Henry Zilbenman, will feature 100 rooms al competitve
rves. I ois being designed by architect Andre Kikoski, who
created the Lower East Side catery Suba

Patel said the conversion in recent wears of many hotl
rooms o condominiums in Manhattan and the mpid growth
of Long Island City has created a demand for upscale hotels
with cheaper rtes in the neighborhood.

"l think it"s totally under-served.” he said. A lot of hodels
ar jurning into condos, 50 hotel rooms are disappeaning, b
tourism 15 a big mdustry in New York Ciy”

Patel said arca residents were origimally opposed 1o the
new hotel because of reputed prostituion problems at the sie
in the past.

Bt he said the Ravel Hotel will be an upscale development
with several rooltop bars and a movie theater where local
artists cin sereen their work.

Steven Kratchman, the architeet for the Ravel Hotel, said all
roois in the building will feature a variation of o French balcony
aT ISrmice.

Kratchman, who wis the senbor project designer for the
transformation of the Chelsea Piers waterfront complex, said
the hotel's lobby, check-in desk and parking will be on one side
of the hotel and the rooms on the other, guarantecing that cach
visitor will have a view of the Manhattan skyline.

JelT Marcus, project manager for the £ Hotel, said the build-
ing 15 still imies design stage and that construction might begin by
the fall. The property will feature a restaurant and lounge and
Zilberman's Inmousing service will provide free tmnsportation o
the city for botel patrons,

“We are inying 10 create o product similar 0 the fantastic
bouticque hotels in the city that have become exhorbitantly
expensive,” he said
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